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@e@ MIDSUMMER BY THE BROOK AT LOS ALTOS {ele 


Yeguas Creek, a never failing mountain trout stream, 
comes down clear and cold from the ranges just back of 
Los Altos in a succession of babbling falls and quiet 
pools that mirror the thick foliage along its banks. The 
gardens of many Los Altos homes are bordered by this 
charming little stream and trout are caught a few feet 
from kitchen doors that are themselves but a few blocks 
from the station and the stores. 
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Nore.—All the views in this folder were taken within the limits of 
the town and within a radius of six blocks from the business street. 


Los Altos is famed for its fields of golden poppies. 


LOS ALTOS 


Location 


Los Altos is thirty-three miles (by the 
double track Southern Pacific cutoff) south 
of San Francisco on a plateau 225 feet high 
adjoining the Santa Cruz Mountains. It is 
three miles from Stanford University, one 
mile from the new Santa Clara College, 
fourteen miles from San Jose, all reached by 
double track steam railway and by electric 
railway to be finished January 1, 1910. 


Crown of the Peninsula 


The town bears the surname of the Crown of 
the Peninsula. Whether or not it is the most 
beautiful townsite in California, is left con- 
fidently to the reader to decide after viewing 
it. Immediately back rise the dark wooded 
walls of the Santa Cruz Mountains with 
lower slopes in springtime a vivid green 
walls broken with picturesque canyons, 
home of a dashing stream; walls with forests 
of oak, mountain laurel and giant redwoods, 
affording in a few minutes’ walk or carriage 
ride all the attractions of a parklike wilder- 
ness, delightful picnic and camping places. 

Between the mountains and the town a 
never-failing mountain trout stream, Yeguas 
Creek, flows for three-quarters of a mile. 
Its banks are lined with oaks, wild cherries, 


andas for shade characterize Los Altos 
architecture. 


Windows for sun and ve 
buckeyes, mounta‘n laurels and holly and 
its clear waters are bordered, where not too 
swift, with water cress. 

But the title, Crown of the Peninsula, 
comes from the outlook valleyward. Los 
Altos, according to the railroad survey, is 
the first high point on its peninsula lines— 
much higher than any other point on the 
lines between San Francisco or Oakland and 
San Jose; more than a hundred and fifty 
feet higher than Palo Alto and more than a 
hundred feet higher than San Jose. From 
the town plateau are gentle slopes downward 
in three directions: northward toward Stan- 
ford University and Palo Alto; eastward 
toward Mountain View and San Francisco 
Bay, and southward toward the new site of 
the Santa Clara College. 
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Swimming pool in a Los Altos garden. 


From Los Altos, set evenly against the 
mountain side, beautiful views may be se- 
cured of San Francisco Bay, the cities and 
mountains beyond, the Peninsula and its 
towns and the fruit orchards of the Santa 
Clara Valley. For two hundred and seventy 
degrees of a circle these changing views of 
bay, mountain and valley are spread panora- 
ma-like before the eye; and the circle is 
completed with the beautiful Santa Cruz 
Mountains, forested along the higher ridges, 
and orchard and vine-clad lower down. 


Climate 


The foothill climate of the Santa Clara 
Valley is famous, indeed, among those who 
know it, but until now its comparative 
inaccessibility has made it little known. 


Los Altos look: 


s good “to a man up a tree.” 


At least one government expert has pro- 
nounced the climate of the Los Altos section 
where the peninsula flares into the valley as 
ideal and unequaled anywhere; here the 
mountain airs, the bay breezes and the 
breath of the valley mingle, the harsher 
characteristics of each being neutralized. 
Many a traveler on the trains between San 
Francisco and San Jose has noticed on 
cloudy and foggy days the stretch of foothill 
territory below Mayfield off to the west 
bathed in sunshine. That may be said to 
be a Los Altos trademark, for it possesses 
more days of sunshine than any other penin- 
sula town. Along this foothill a warm air 
current runs, very noticeable in the evenings 
and much remarked by strangers coming up 
from the lower altitudes near the bay. The 
climate is about as near frostless as any 
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section of the State; oranges, lemons and 
limes, unprotected, grow without injury. The 
elevation, of course, insures good drainage. 
The water supply is abundant and wholesome 
—none better. The mountains with extending 
flanks protect the town against harsh winds. 


Fruitiulness 


If you will ask at the fruit canneries 
where the best and earhest apricots come 
from, they will tell you from the 
foothill region around Los Altos. Here, 
too, are produced the finest of dry wine 
grapes and most excellent table grapes. 
Prunes, peaches, plums and other fruits are 
grown in great quantities. Indeed, Los 
Altos is in the center of a vast fruit 
orchard, eighty per cent of the valley ter- 
ritory about it fora distance of three miles 
in any direction being already given over to 
finely kept orchards of apricots, prunes, 
olives, almonds, cherries, plums, peaches 


Cosy homes, many of them built by San Francisco business men, 


Los Altos looks good ‘‘to a man up a tree.” 


At least one government expert has pro- 
nounced the climate of the Los Altos section 
where the peninsula flares into the valley as 
ideal and unequaled anywhere; here the 
mountain airs, the bay breezes and the 
breath of the valley mingle, the harsher 
characteristics of each being neutralized. 
Many a traveler on the trains between San 
Francisco and San Jose has noticed on 
cloudy and foggy days the stretch of foothill 
territory below Mayfield off to the west 
bathed in sunshine. That may be said to 
be a Los Altos trademark, for it possesses 
more days of sunshine than any other penin- 
sula town. Along this foothill a warm air 
current runs, very noticeable in the evenings 
and much remarked by strangers coming up 
from the lower altitudes near the bay. The 
climate is about as near frostless as any 
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section of the State; oranges, lemons and 
limes, unprotected, grow without injury. The 
elevation, of course, insures good drainage. 
The water supply is abundant and wholesome 
—none better. The mountains with extending 
flanks protect the town against harsh winds. 


Fruitiulness 


If you will ask at the fruit canneries 
where the best and earliest apricots come 
irom they walls tells you, from tthe 
foothill region around Los Altos. Here, 
too, are produced the finest of dry wine 
grapes and most excellent table grapes. 
Prunes, peaches, plums and other fruits are 
grown in great quantities. Indeed, Los 
Altos is in the center of a vast fruit 
orchard, eighty per cent of the valley ter- 
ritory about it fora distance of three miles 
in any direction being already given over to 
finely kept orchards of apricots, prunes, 
olives, almonds, cherries, plums, peaches 


Cosy homes, many of them built by San Francisco business men, 
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Los Altos homes, set amid the beauty of mountain landsvap 


en, ite spreading rapidly across the poppy fields at Los Altos. 


i\dsiape, have at their center the convenience of good stores. 


and to vineyards. Every resident of Los 


Altos may with little trouble have a home 
orchard worth while in his backyard. 


Railway Facilities 


Los Altos is intersected by two railways, 
one completed, one under construction. The 
Southern Pacific, to make accessible this 
wonderful foothill section as a suburban 
residence place for San Francisco people 
as well as to shorten the time to Santa 
Cruz and Santa Cruz mountain resorts, has 
constructed a double track railway fron 
Mayfield on its peninsula line (a mile soutl 
of Palo Alto) twenty miles across to Los 
Gatos, hugging the foothills along the wester 
side of the Santa Clara valley, thence throug! 
the mountains to Santa Cruz. Thy _ first 
station south of Mayfield and the principal 
station on the cutoff is Los Altos. 

The Peninsular Electric Railway, already 
owning and operating lines between San 
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LOS ALTOS, CITY OF TWO UNIVERSITIES AND CROWN OF THE PENINSULA 


The water supply at Los Altos, pumped into a 60,000 gallon ¢ 


Jose and Los Gatos, San Jose and Congress 
Springs and Los Gatos, is constructing a 
double track line from Meridian, a point on 
the San Jose-Congress Springs line, to San 
Mateo via Los Altos and Stanford University. 
This new line has been finished to a point 
six miles west of Meridian and is in operation. 
The two railways will use th. same right 
of way through Los Altos, and _ fot 
listance each side. To the north, just 
aching Mayfield, the electric road 
» the steam line right >of way and pass 


UGE he Stanford University grounas to j 
the “ the University buildings and 
the © foothills to Redwood and 


San Mateo. 
The two railways have a common right of 


way one ‘d feet wide along the foot- 
mills, “10 ,ave purchased twenty-fis 
acres for yn grounds and a union depot 


(site selected) in the center of Los Altos. 
Industrial, passing tracks and section build- 
ings have been constructed. 


4s ‘ives exceptional pressure for fire and domestic service. 


Sleeping out of doors in auxiliary bedrocns 
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Announcement is just made (August 20, 
1909) by the general manager that the 
Peninsular Electric Railway will be com- 
pleted at once, Los Altos to San Jose and 
Los Altos to Stanford University buildings 
and to Palo Alto; hourly service: 7 a.m. 
to midnight. All materials and equipment 
have been ordered and work begun. This 
places Los Altos within a few minutes of 
Palo Alto and the university buildings, and 
within thirty-five minutes of San Jose. 

Stanford University, with its magnificent 
grounds and buildings and $30,000,000 en- 
dowment, is so near and will be connected 
with Los Altos by such excellent electric and 
steam railway service, that the new city will 
be a favorite residence place for families hav- 
ing young folks at the University and for 
members of the faculty. Indeed, many of 
the University people have already purchased 
property in and about Los Altos. With 
altitude, environment and views, Los — 
is easily first in attractions amone 
residence places about the Unt 


o 


drocns among the oaks beside a Jos \ltos bungalow. 


A shady pool in a corner of the Los Altos Park. 


In the opposite direction, about a mile 
from Los Altos and connected with it by 
steam anc electric railways, is the new Sarta 
lo-. Co.lege. A million dollars is to be 

t in the buildings (site already grade 

. the famous California institution wil’ 

,emoved to the new location as soon 2 


bdings are apleted. All steam 

trains will stop at Los Altos, * i it a 

station for both Universitv a. 
The superiority of Li . Uni- 


versity town is the .vre well marked. 
Situated on high ground, with uniform city 


improvements of unusual ace, saloons 
barred by title, with easy inexpensive 
access to two universities an famous), 


and possessed of a home-making climate 
unequaled, it will easily be first of the edu- 
cational home centers along the Peninsula. 
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Smprovements 


Every residence lot in Los Altos will have 
in front of it a sidewalk twelve feet wide 
with a cement curb and a cement walk five 
feet wide, the intervening space to be planted 
with trees. The soil of Los Altos is a 
reddish, sandy loam, packing under pressure 
like cement. There is never any mud in 
the ordinary sense of the word; but the 
streets are being improved and an absence 
of mud is guaranteed. To August 1, 1909, 
$30,000 had been spent on sidewalks alone. 

Every lot has water piped to it; every lot 
will have a sewer as fast as the system can 
be built. Every lot has an alley to the rear 
in which all sewers, water pipes, gas pipes, 
conduits, telegraph and telephone poles are 
to be placed. The business will be confined 
to the business section. No lquor can be 
sold anywhere; such sale will invalidate the 
title to the property. Building restrictions, 
differing in different sections, will be enforced. 

The creek is protected by leaseholds against 
pollution, untidiness, obstruction or diver- 
sion of water. A small park has been dedi- 
cated to the public, adjoining the creek so 
that all lot holders will have access thereto. 

Los Altos is the home of flowers. In the 
late winter and spring it is a veritable wild- 
flower garden. Geraniums and roses of all 
kinds are marvelous in their loveliness. 
Wild roses bloom profusely all summer. 

The water supply of Los Altos is not 
only abundant, but of the very best quality 
of artesian mountain water. The Altos Water 
Company has installed the best water system 
on the peninsula. The steel tank holds 60,000 
gallons. The pipe is of cast iron purchased 
of the United States Cast Iron Pipe and 
Foundry Company under guarantee to be 
the best pipe purchasable and _ practically 
imperishable. The system provides for 
both fire and domestic service and at the 


Summer evenings at Los Altos in a commuter’s garden. 


business center has a greater pressure than 
that of any other peninsula town. The 
water rates established provide for unlimited 
supply for house, lawn and garden. 


Prices of Lots 


No residence lot has less than fifty feet 
front; the depth of other than villa lots is 
usually about one hundred and forty feet, 
some a few feet more, some a few feet less. 
The prices for inside lots of fifty feet frontage 
range from $400 to $450; corners $450 to 
$650. These prices include all improve- 
ments. The terms on residence lots are, 
twenty per cent down and five per cent per 
month. Deferred payments bear interest 
at six per cent. Contracts to give deed 
with certificates of title (and access to ab- 


Lovely vistas distinguish Los Altos home sites. 
stracts if desired) are given. Dee tright 
are, of course, given for ca ners 
There are no poor lots in Los 
that is not on high ground; n 
than a ten minutes’ walk from the a: 
not one which has not a fine view, ood 
drainage and fertile soil. There is, of course, 
a choice among them; a considerable number 
of lots bear oak trees and there are some 
remarkable vantage points of view. ‘Tele- 
phone system is being installed ; electric hght 
service will be given about September 15th. 
At this writing .ne new residences have 
been recently finished and are occupied by 
A. S. Robinson, Wm. Eschenbruecher, Mrs. 
S. S. Shoup, Miss Julia O’Neal, Byrd Olds, 
P. N. Doyle, Robt. Dewar, Miss Gray, C. K. 
Field, Chas. S. Aiken and M. Leith. Messrs. 
Wellman, Guy Shoup, McDermott, Johnston 


Out-of-door study at the Chandler School for girls, Los Altos. 


and J” ~ and several others have houses 
; action or bids called for. Two 
business buildings are finished ; 
a . -edconcrete building will be erected. 

Chandler School at Los Altos is an 
outavor school for girls. Most of the school 
year class work and study is out of doors. 
Sleeping porches have been provided. This 
wholesome living and the Los Altos climate 
have given the school an unusual health 
record, no physician having been called for 
illness during the enti.e last school year. 
The beautiful grounds cover six acres. The 
three roomy buildings used for school pur- 
poses are heated by steam and lighted by 
gas. The school farm furnishes its own fruit, 
vegetables, eggs, butter, and milk. Refer- 
ences are required. Mrs. Mary M. Chandler, 
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the principal, will send a descriptive circular 
of the school upon application. 

A new school district has been formed and 
plans are being made for a $10,000 graded 
school. Los Altos joins with Mountain Viewin 
maintaining avery excellent union high school. 

Church and Sunday school services are 
held in Shoup hall, and no less than three 
denominations have secured lots to build on. 

A garage will be built soon and a drug 
store, meat market and bakery are promised. 
In the meantime meats, vegetables, bread 
and milk are delivered free. Los Altos has 
been established as a postoffice and a free 
rural delivery system is also maintained. 
At present there are eight trains daily each 
way between Los Altos and San Francisco. 
The trip is made in an hour. 


For full information call on or address 


ALTOS LAND COMPANY 
Walter A. Clark, General Agent 
Los Altos, California. 


Jos. H. Rucker & Co., 49 Post Street, 
San Francisco. 


1. C. Barnett, or J. H. Rue@kersc& Co; 


San Jose, California. 


STANFORD UNIVERSITY( (ia 


| Glos Gatos 
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the principal, will send a descriptive circular 
of the school upon application. 

A new school district has been formed and 
plans are being made for a $10,000 graded 
school. Los Altos joins with Mountain Viewin 
maintaininga very excellent union highschool. 

Church and Sunday school services are 
held in Shoup hall, and no less than three 
denominations have secured lots to build on. 

A garage will be built soon and a drug 
store, meat market and bakery are promised. 
In the meantime meats, vegetables, bread 
and milk are delivered free. Los Altos has 
been established as a postoffice and a free 
rural delivery system is also maintained. 
At present there are eight trains daily each 
way between Los Altos and San Francisco. 
The trip is made in an hour. 


For full information call on or address 


ALTOS LAND COMPANY 
Walter A. Clark, General Agent 
Los Altos, California. 


Jos. H. Rucker & Co., 49 Post Street, 
San Francisco. 


T. C. Barnett, or J. H. Rueker:é& Co: 


San Jose, California. 
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